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Legend has it that the unit ‘barn’ was established in 1942 by physicists M.G. Holloway and C.P. Baker while
they were having dinner at the Purdue Memorial Union. They came up with the name because 10-24cm2 is "as
big as a barn" for a nuclear reaction process. Professor Alex Sesonske (School Head, 1966-1973) taught in his
class that the term came from the common Midwest expression, “someone was such a bad shot at hunting that
they couldn't hit the broad side of a barn,” implying that the probability of neutrons passing through nuclei to
cause fission is so rare, their aim could be equated to that of bad hunters. Hope you enjoy the news. Boiler up!
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Dear Friends & Family of Nuclear Engineering,

I hope you all had a restful and rejuvenating summer. As we embark on a new academic year, | am
filled with excitement and optimism for the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead.

This summer, Purdue Nuclear was selected to lead a $6-million DOE-sponsored small modular reactor
(SMR) and advanced reactor (AR) technologies study. Work supported by the DOE grant will upgrade
Purdue’s Multidimensional Integral Test Assembly (PUMA) and Purdue University Reactor One (PUR-
1). Our School also continues its separate SMR studies; one funded by the Indiana Office of Energy
Development (IOED) for the State of Indiana and another in partnership with Duke Energy for Purdue
West Lafayette campus and surrounding community.

This fall, we have more than 220 students enrolled in both our undergraduate and graduate programs,
up from a total of 203 in Fall 2023. This increase reflects the growing interest in our Nuclear
Engineering program and the rising recognition of the critical role that nuclear energy will play in a
sustainable future.

This year promises to be exceptional, with new research projects and numerous activities designed to
enhance academic and professional growth. Stay engaged, stay curious, and don't hesitate to reach
out.

Here's to a productive, inspiring, and rewarding year ahead! Boiler Up!

Seungjin Kim
Capt. James F. McCarthy, Jr. and Cheryl E. McCarthy
Head of the School of Nuclear Engineering
Purdue University
Click here to visit the school website.
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International Alumni Contact Update
Form

As a valued member of our international
alumni community, we are committed to
staying connected and providing you with
relevant updates. We kindly request you
to update your contact information to
help us maintain accurate records and
.enhance our communication with you
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